
T he renovation of an 
iconic property can 
cause anyone to be 

apprehensive. Just one misstep 
can lead to disastrous results. 
When the University of Virginia 
Foundation decided to update 
its hotel, The Boars Head Inn, 
they were determined to get it 
right.

A diverse team was assembled 
to find the best solution for 
modernizing the property while 
protecting its historical character. 
After extensive research and 
planning, the team developed a 
theme that drew heavily from the 
history of the area, the university, 
and its founding father, Thomas 
Jefferson. Lead designer and 
project manager, Paula Benesch, 
describes it as “a modern 
interpretation of historical 
elements.”

 The guest room furniture 
embodies this theme perfectly. 
Ms. Benesch’s inspiration from 
period pieces is apparent. The 
silhouettes are straight from 
Colonial America while finishes, 
hardware and upholstery are 
thoroughly modern.

To execute her designs, Ms. 
Benesch turned to casegood 
manufacturer Sorrentino 

Mariani. Her previous 
experiences with the company 
proved they had the knowledge, 
experience, attention to detail 

and the service she needed for this 
project. “With custom pieces, 
the process can go poorly if you 
don’t have an experienced partner 

to help guide you through the 
process,” said Ms. Benesch. 
“Sorrentino Mariani was there for 
me every step of the way to help 
develop unique details, finishes, 
and hardware.”

It also helped to be working 
with an American manufacturer. 
In addition to the quality, the 
company’s responsiveness proved 

invaluable with all the sampling 
the project required.

With furnishings in place, 
the renovation started grabbing 
headlines. The Boars Head 
Inn was listed third on Travel 
and Leisure’s top 20 college 
hotels. USA Today and Hotel 
Management also covered the 
property.
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